Conformal field theories
from line defects and holography

5\ ? u = = : ~ Heisenberg-
7@ - Valentina Forini Xy Frogrzmm
% > Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin A o
2 s R hereean

Based on work with L. Bianchi, D. Bonomi, G. Bliard, L. Griguolo, G. Peveri, D. Seminara

New advancements on defects and their applications
Yukawa Institute, July 14-18 2025



Wilson loops as 1-dimensional defects

Wilson lines are fundamental observables in any gauge theories

(W) =Pexp(—1 ttf dt L(t))

In a CFT, for instance N’ =4 SYMind = 4 or ABUM in d = 3, a Wilson line can be

viewed as a conformal defect. [Giombi Roiban Tseytlin 17] [Giombi Beccaria Tseytlin 18]
[Bianchi, Bliard, Forini, Griguolo, Seminara 20]
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A straight line breaks the original conformal symmetry to

a) dilatations, translations and special conformal transformations along the line
b) rotations around the line

+ part of the R-symmetry + part of the supersymmetry

Thus the Wilson loop implicitly defines a defect CFT;.

Can we study this “simpler” CFT?



A defect CFT;,

The set of correlators of operator insertions along the line

<TI‘(91 (tl)WOQ (tz) . On_l(tn_l)WOn (tn)>

(O(t1)O(t2) ... O(tn))y = (W)

where
(W) =Pexp(—1 :12 dt L(t))

can be interpreted as characterizing a defect CFT;.



A defect CFT;,

The set of correlators of operator insertions along the line

<TI‘(91 (tl)WOQ (tg) . On_l(tn_l)WOn (tn)>
(W)

<O(t1)0(t2) “ . O(tn)>W —
where
(W) = Pexp (—i [,;2 dt L(1))

can be interpreted as characterizing a defect CFT;.
It should be fully determined by its spectrum of dimensions and OPE coefficients.

Also: operator insertions are equivalent to deformations of the Wilson line
[Drukker, Kawamoto 2006]

Complete knowledge of these correlators would, in principle, allow to compute the
expectation value of general Wilson loops which are deformations of the line or circle.



A defect CFT;: the 1/2 BPS Wilson line in ABJM theory

The set of correlators of operator insertions along the line

(Ot1)O(t2) ... O(tn))yy = (TrO1(t1)WO2(t2) . A/{%ﬂl(tnl)wcn(tn»

where

(W) = Pexp(—zft2dt£ (¥))

can be interpreted as characterizing a defect CFT;.
It should be fully determined by its spectrum of dimensions and OPE coefficients.

Consider the N/ = 6 superconformal Chern-Simons-matter theory in d = 3 (ABJM).
Its original symmetry, OSp(6|4), is broken by the 1/2 BPS Wilson line to SU(1, 1|3),
the V' = 6 superconformal group in d = 1.

Its bosonic subgroup is SO(2,1) x U(1) s x SU(3)g.

Operator insertions along the Wilson line are labelled by [A;m; 51, j2].



The displacement supermultiplet

Among the possible operator insertions (defect operators), a special role is played by
a set of “elementary excitations” with protected scaling dimension.

They fall into a short representation of the SU(1, 1|3) subalgebra

It is a chiral multiplet, the displacement supermultiplet

3:2,0,0] F, F
1,2, 1,0] 0* 0, a=1,2,3
[5,5,0,1] A Na a=1,2,3



The displacement supermultiplet

Among the possible operator insertions (defect operators), a special role is played by
a set of “elementary excitations” with protected scaling dimension.

They fall into a short representation of the SU (1, 1|3) subalgebra
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Translational invariance is broken, the stress tensor is no longer conserved and the

usual conservation law needs to be modified by some additional terms localized
on the defect.



The displacement supermultiplet

Among the possible operator insertions (defect operators), a special role is played by
a set of “elementary excitations” with protected scaling dimension.

They fall into a short representation of the SU(1, 1|3) subalgebra

It is a chiral multiplet, the displacement supermultiplet

1,3,0,0 F.F
11,2,1,0] 0o¢ 0O, a=1,2,3
e o 8F+8B
[g$§‘[)‘1' N2, /_\a a=1,23 like the DOF of
R transverse
b _ string fluctuations
2,3,0,0] D, D °

All operators in the supermultiplet can be related to broken symmetry generators.



The displacement supermultiplet

Their 2-point functions are particularly simple, e.g.

. . . [BianchiL Meineri 18
where the normalization constant Cp = 12 B, ,5()) has a physical meaning: {B:Zzgh: nggz 1991'”6” ]

it coincides with the Bremsstrahlung function, one of the few unprotected observables

known to each order in AdS/CFT. [Correa Henn Maldacena Sever 12]
[Bianchi Griguolo Preti Seminarai7] [Bianchi Preti Vescovi 18]
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Their 3-point functions vanish by symmetry.

Their 4-point functions, on the other hand, have a less costrained form
1

(OA(t1)OA(t2)OA(t3)OA(ts)) =
(t12t34

24 G(x) -

-G(x) has non-trivial dependence on the coupling and conformal cross ratio x = —iigigj

They encode in particular scaling dimensions and structure constants of
unprotected operators appearing in the OPE.
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Their 2-point functions are particularly simple, e.g.
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Their 3-point functions vanish by symmetry.

Their 4-point functions, on the other hand, have a less costrained form

(OA(t1)OA(t2)OA(t3)OA(ts)) =

- Arivi _ ti2t34
G(x) has non-trivial dependence on t =
superspace analysis analytic bootstrap direct (Witten) diagrammatics

at strong coupling via AdS/CFT




Chiral correlators in superspace

The supermultiplet accomodating the displacement operator is the chiral one.
We consider the chiral superfield (y = x — 6,69)

d(y,0) = F(y) + 0,0%(y) + 040, €2 Ae(y) + 04050, €2°¢ D(y) ,

The two-point function reads




Chiral correlators in superspace

The supermultiplet accomodating the displacement operator is the chiral one.
We consider the chiral superfield (y = x — 6,69)

d(y,0) = F(y) + 0,0%(y) + 040, €2 Ae(y) + 04050, €2°¢ D(y) ,

The most general form for the 4-point function is

(@(y1,01)P(y2,02)P(y3,03)P(ya,04)) = ==z [(X),

since the only superconformal invariant is

(12) (34)

- (14) (32)

L12X34

The corresponding bosonic cross-ratio x =
L13L24



Four-point functions for the defect operators

Expanding in GraBBmann variables we get a set of correlators for the elementary fields

f(z) X

t12t34 v — 1

(O (11)001,(2)0° (15)00, (1)) = g (323022 (1(2) + 2/ (2) 4 2F"(2)
12734

+ 62108 (2/(2) - 21'(2)) |
(D(t1)D(t2)D(t3)D(ts)) = 46;14
12734
)2t (—4623 + 6322 — 182 + 1)
)

+3 £
+6 f®)(2)22(552% — 3922 + 32 + 1)
(

_I_ 18 f//

(F(t1)F(t2)F(ts)F(ta)) =

81— 22 fO2) - 3 fO2)2(1 — 2)2(72 + 1)

2) (—142° + 32* + 2%) — 36 f'(2) 2(1 — 2°) + 36 f(z)}

(1 — 2) 2 fW(2) + (32 +1) 23 F3)(2)

The correlation function f(z) of the superconformal primary completely determines
that of its superdescendants.



Four-point functions for the defect operators

Expanding in GraBBmann variables we get a set of correlators for the elementary fields

f(2) X
z = —/——
t12t34 x — 1

(F(t1)F(t2)F(ts)F(ta)) =

(O (11)00, (12)0° 15)00, (1)) = gy (452032 () + 212) +221(2)
12734

+ 62108 (2/(2) - 21'(2)) |

D(E)D(E)D(E)D(1a)) = g | (0 = 227 Oe) = 3 FO=) (1 2)2(72 + 1)

The correlation function f(z) of the superconformal primary completely determines

that of its SUperdeSC@ndantS-\ non-trivial function of the coupling!

We can evaluate f(z), and thus ALL the correlators, at strong coupling
using string worldsheet worldsheet perturbation theory: via Witten diagrams.



String dual - AdS, minimal surface

In AdS/CFT dictionary, the Wilson loop operator is dual to a minimal string surface
ending on the contour defining the operator at the boundary.

For ABJM, the dual is a fundamental Type IIA string in a AdS4 x CP?3 background.
The bosonic part of the Nambu-Goto string action reads

8uwaaywa’ a’u'u_]a,wa'fu_)baywb)

1
— 2 - T T —
SB = T/d O'\/det Z2 (8/1,37 aym + QUJZ({?,/Z) + 4( 1+ |w|2 (1 + |w|2)2

where T' is the effective string tension

R2
T = — 2v/2), A= —.

2ma

The minimal surface dual to the 1/2-BPS Wilson line is given by

z =38, x- =1, x' =0, w® =0
The induced metric is just that of AdS>
(dt? + ds?)

1
2 __
d8—8—2



String dual - AdS, minimal surface

This setup preserves same superconformal symmetry SU (1, 1|3) of our defect CFT;
In particular, the isometry of AdS; is the conformal group in d = 1,

Fluctuation modes over the minimal surface are scalar fields over AdSs
and their dynamics is governed by the fluctuation Lagrangian

SB ET/d2U\/§ Lp, Lp= Lo+ Lyx + Loxow + Law + ...,
Lo =g"'9,X0,X + 2| X|? + g" 0, w1, ,
Lyx = 2|X‘4 T |X‘2 (g“’/@“X@,,X) - % (g“”@MX&,X) (ngaanﬁ:X) ;
Lox oy = (g‘“’(‘?MX(?,,X) (9P 0pw*Oxwy) — 2(g"* 0, X 0, w?) (gp’*(?p)_((?,{wa) :
Lyyw = — %(wawa)(g””(?uwb@ywb) — %(w“wb)(g“’/ﬁuwbaywa) -+ % (g“”@uw“&/wa)z

— 5(g" 8, w0y ) (97" 0yWaOsw®) — 5 (g Dyw B w") (gP" 8y D) -

Effective 2d field theory of 1+3 complex scalars in AdS2 geometry



String dual - AdS, minimal surface

This setup preserves same superconformal symmetry SU(1, 1|3) of our defect CFT;!
In particular, the isometry of AdS; is the conformal group in d = 1,

Fluctuation modes over the minimal surface are scalar fields over AdS-

Then AdS,/CFT; states that they should be dual to operators
inserted at the d = 1 boundary with dimensions

1
A(A—1)=m? bosons A= >+ im|  spinors

Hence, we recover the eight bosonic operators in the super-displacement multiplet

A:% F, F = Y m?2 =0
A=1 0% 0, a=1,2,3 = w® w, m?*=0
A=32 AW A, a=1,23 & b b,  mp =%l
A =2 D, D = X, X m? = 2



Witten diagrams in AdS,

The four-point functions of the dual operators at strong coupling can then be obtained
from familiar ADS/CFT techniques by computing Witten diagrams in AdS-.

For the 4-point function of fields e.g. in AdS

(X (t1) X(t2) X(t3) X (ta)) = G(z)

2 42
t12t34

where G(z) has the strong coupling expansion

G(z) = GO (2) + % G (2)+ ...

v \,

disconnected contribution tree-level contact diagrams
(diagrams with 2 ""boundary-to- (4-vertices with 4 bulk-to-
boundary” propagators) boundary propagators attached)

-
————————



Summary of 4-point function results

The correlators of string worldsheet excitations read

(X (t1) X (t2) X (t3) X (t4)) = 414 [1—|—z4—}—%[—82’4—(3—82)z4(1nz—1n(1—z))
12'34

—z3—zz2—z—(8—32)W—8H

6

(W (t1) Way (t2) W3 (E3) Way (t4)) = ﬁ [53; S [1+ 5= (22 Inz — (22 — % +3)In(l — 2) — z + 4)]

12734 A4

+53i 533 [22 + ﬁ ((3 —42)z%Inz + (423 — 32?2 — 1) In(1 — 2) + (42 — 1)z)}]

(X(0) R (12) w2 (1) 0y (1)) = 02 [+ 4 (20 —2) 22 )]
2



Summary of 4-point function results

The correlators of string worldsheet excitations read
The superspace analysis of correlators for defect operators gives

(X (t1) X (t2) X (t3) X (t4)) = ﬁ [1 + 24 + £ [ — 82 — (3—82)2*(Inz — In(1 — 2))

1234
| — 12 s (53500 g

<D(t1)D(t2)D(t3)D(t4)> = til2t4 [z6(1 — 2)3]0(6)(2) = 3f(5)(z)z5(1 — z)2(72 + 1)
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/|\ 12734
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Summary of 4-point function results

The correlators of string worldsheet excitations read
The superspace analysis of correlators for defect operators gives

(X (t1) X (t2) X (t3) X (t4)) = ﬁ [1 + 24 + £ [ — 82 — (3—82)2*(Inz — In(1 — 2))
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Is there a single f(z) solving simultaneously these non-trivial ODEs?



Summary of 4-point function results

The correlators of string worldsheet excitations read
The superspace analysis of correlators for defect operators gives

(X (t1) X (t2) X (t3) X (ta)) =

1
e [1 + 2%+ %[— 824 — (3 — 82)2%(lnz — In(1 — 2))
12'34

— 23 — %ZQ —z—(8—32) 7111(1;2) — 8”

(D()D(E)D(t8)B(t0)) = e [ 251 = 23 9(2) =3 FO=)2P(1 = 2272+ 1)

ti,ta
12734
+ 3 f(2)2*(—462% + 632% — 182 + 1)
+ 6 fO)2)23(552% — 3922 + 32+ 1)
18 f"(2) (—142° + 32% + 22) — 36 f'(2) 2(1 — 2%) + 36 f(z)]

(w (1) Zf)ag (t2) w3 (t3) Way (t4)) = ﬁ [53; S [1+ LT (22Inz — (22 — % +3)In(1 —2) —z+4)]

(0% (£1)0as (£2)0 (t3)004 (t4)) = 75~ | 942653 (1 (2)

2
+8asdas [22 + ﬁ ((3—42)z°Inz+ (423 — 322 — 1) In(1 — 2) + (42 — l)z)]}
+

2f'(2) + 22 "(2))

2 12
t12t34

+ 60108 (2f'(2) - 2 £(2)) |

(X(0) R (12) w2 85) By (1)) = 5062 [1+ 4 (2~ 202 — )]

(D(t1)D(t2)0% (t3)0q, (ta)) =

12734

— Zlf (; [(1 — 2) 2 fW(2) + (32 +1) 22 f¥2) + 822 f"(2) + 62f(2) + 6 f(z)}
12734

These differential equations are all solved by the simple function

flz) =1—z+

(1—2)3

<

1
—(1—2—-(3—2)zlnz+
( z—(3—2)zlnz

In(1 — z)) + (’)(

1
T2

)|

This is the strong coupling expansion of the function governing all correlation fung

of operators in the displacement supermultiplet.

tions

. . . v
Also derived using analytic bootstrap



CFT data at strong coupling

The four-point function has an OPE expansion in superblocks

1 1
f(z) = cn(—2)" 2F) (h,h,2h + 3, 2) .
t12t34 (2) t12t34 zh: (=2) ( )

(F(t1)F(t2)F(t3)F(ta)) =

eigenfunctions of the super-Casimir
of N=6 algebra in d=1
[Dolan, Osborn 2011]
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CFT data at strong coupling

The four-point function has an OPE expansion in superblocks

1 1
f(z) = cn(—2)" 2F) (h, h,2h + 3, 2) .
t12t34 (2) t12t34 zh: (=2) ( )

(F(t1)F(t2)F(t3)F(ta)) =

eigenfunctions of the super-Casimir
of N=6 algebra in d=1

At this order, operators exchanged in the OPE are just the identity and the
tower of operators O™ O, built out of the elementary excitations. Therefore,

1 1
=ttt 2l o= d® s LD




CFT data at strong coupling

The four-point function has an OPE expansion in superblocks

1 1
f(z) = cn(—2)" 2F) (h,h,2h + 3, 2) .
t12t34 (2) t12t34 zh: (=2) ( )

(F(t1)F(t2)F(t3)F(ta)) =

At this order, operators exchanged in the OPE are just the identity and the
tower of operators ©9™ O, built out of the elementary excitations. Therefore,

1

h=1+n+ =7 cnchff’)+%c%”

0 1
D = 8, ()

%(11)23+4n+n2 /

Cn = /27" (n 4+ 3) Lin+1) [(n +2) + 1 [4n® — 2 (n® + 6n° + 11n +6) In2 + 15n

' ['(n+3) T

+n+ 1D +2)(n+3)pVn+1) - n+1)n+2)(n+3)p @ (n+3) + 13]]

“Inverting” for the coefficients in the sum, namely using orthogonality relations
for the hypergeometric functions.



Intermediate conclusions

» We have considered a class of four-point correlators in the CFT; defined
on the 1/2-BPS Wilson line in the 3d superconformal ABJM theory.

» Superconformal symmetry determines four-point correlators of the
displacement supermultiplet in terms of a single function, that
we evaluate at strong coupling using holography and Witten diagrams
and the analytic boostrap. We can extract CFT data.

» Further progress on the ABJM Wilson line: topological sector (kinematical defect)
[Gorini, Griguolo, Guerrini, Penati, Seminara, Soresina 22], integrability for the cusp-deformed WL

[Correa, Giraldo-Rivera, Lagares 23] three-loop (in AdS) correlators via analytic bootstrap
[Bliard, Ferrero, to appear]



Intermediate conclusions and questions

» We have considered a class of four-point correlators in the CFT; defined
on the 1/2-BPS Wilson line in the 3d superconformal ABJM theory.

» Superconformal symmetry determines four-point correlators of the
displacement supermultiplet in terms of a single function, that
we evaluate at strong coupling using holography and Witten diagrams
and the analytic boostrap. We can extract CFT data.

» Further progress on the ABJM Wilson line: topological sector (kinematical defect)
[Gorini, Griguolo, Guerrini, Penati, Seminara, Soresina 22], integrability for the cusp-deformed WL

[Correa, Giraldo-Rivera, Lagares 23] three-loop (in AdS) correlators via analytic bootstrap
[Bliard, Ferrero, to appear]

» What happens beyond tree-level? Witten diagrams with loops in AdS should be
well-defined, since the 2d theory is supposed to be UV finite.
However, issues of regularization appear.

Is there a representation (“momentum space”) in which these computations simplify
and the scattering nature of the correlator becomes transparent?



Conformal correlators and Mellin space

Higher dimensions [Mack 2009] [Penedones 2010]
1 21523, r14T53

<¢($1)Q§(CB2)¢(JZ3)¢(CIZ4)> — 220 2A F(uav)a U = 22 72 U= 2. 12
13 L24 13%24 13%24

F(u,v) = / dy12dy1a M (7v12,714) T2 (712) T2 (714) T2 (A — Y12 — Y14) 0™ V1207 714
C

- -~

M (12, v14) has the properties of a scattering amplitude:

» Crossing symmetry
» Poles corresponding to operators exchanged in the OPE
» Asymptotic behavior compatible with the Regge limit

» Simple expression for Witten diagrams




Conformal correlators and Mellin space ind =1

In d = 1, just one independent cross ratio and thus one independent Mellin variable

Reduction from higher dimensions is subtle -> inherently one-dimensional formulation
inspired by same guiding principles

12 T34

Notice that, in fact, a family of Mellin amplitudes can be defined t = >0

L1423

=501 (1) Mas)

Ma(s)zfooodtf(t)(L)at—l—s Mgl[Ma(s)]=/ T

1+t C

1

a=0 — Mellin transform of £(¢) in {(&(z1)@(x2)@(za)P(x4)) = (13 23g) 20
L1 L34) "9

f(t)

a = —2A 4 — Mellin transform of the crossing-symmetric g(¢) = (1+rt)2A‘f5 f(t)

a = —2A4 + 1 leads to simple results in a perturbative expansion around GFF




Definition and properties

1 ©,©)
M((s) = d —1—s _ 12 34
(5) r<s>r<2A—s>/o ) (e
with inverse
d
£(t) = /C = P(s) (28 — 8) M(s) t

where (¢(z1)p(22)$(23)¢(24)) = a7 2a; f(1).

L19 L3y

Crossing f(t) = t22¢ f(1/t) translates to M (s) = M (2A — s)
reminiscent of the crossingS(s) = S(4m? — s) in two (flat) dimensions.

> 0



Definition and properties

_ 1 > 1 _ T12 T34
M) = rrma g f O p= T2
with inverse
d
£(t) = /C = P(s) (28 — 8) M(s) t

where (¢(z1)p(22)$(23)¢(24)) = a7 2a; f(1).

L19 L3y

To obtain a definition on the whole s-complex plane an analytic continuation of the
region of convergence ( 2A¢ — Ay < Re(s) < A() is required.

(A, : dimension of the lightest operator exchanged)

Subtraction + 1

/ —2A Ay
Jo) = f(1) = <1—) Z caCaut™™

A+k=A,
procedure
[Costa, Penedones, 1 Ay |
Zhi 2021 ! —1-
boedov 2021 wo(s)=[ di” 0+ ) eaCau

'

7N '@‘"0(3)+7!"-x-(3)
M) = Torea, — )

0 A+k=A,




Nonperturbative Mellin amplitude in d =1

Adding more and more poles we can further extend the area of analyticity
obtaining a representation valid in the whole complex plane

'\'I(S) ' ( )+ ?}If’c( )
I‘( ) (2A, — )
o (s) ZZ‘A ¥ ,. sp=A+k, k=0,1,2,. ..
e A'I‘(A F(2A+A) s— A —k R -
= (—=1)*I(A + k)T (24A) 1 Left poles
Pools) = %22;‘ HT(APTRA+k) s—2A; +A+Ek s.=28,—A—k, k=0,12,..

and the contour C is chosen so to leave right poles on its right and /eft poles on its left.

s | Ls_
Ay in
—a 2 2 s 2 L L & & A & e
2A5—Ao Aq oA —An |
h 2 A i Al )
Ex. of one light
C C 0
operator exchanged
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Nonperturbative Mellin amplitude in d = 1

Adding more and more poles we can further extend the area of analyticity
obtaining a representation valid in the whole complex plane

_ 1 1 1
M(s) = T'(s) L(2A4—s) Azk an Cak [s—k—A+2A¢—s—k—A]

Summing over k gives the Mellin counterpart of the conformal block expansion

o GA(s)+GA(2A4—5) 3 (AVAA - 52A 1+ A —551)
M(S) _ Z I'(s) T(2A4—5) Gals) = A—s
> M(s) is crossing-invariant > M(s) has poles for physical exchanged operators
» Asymptotic behavior: M (s) ~ S% ya > 1 > M (s) has zeros (generically)

(controlled by the Regge limit of the correlator ats =2A,+k,k=0,1,2,..
and ensured by the prefactor) (canceling unwanted OPE contributions)

From this bounded, meromorphic function and its properties some nonperturbative
sum rules can be derived. However the most efficient use of this Mellin formalism
happens at perturbative level.



Perturbation theory: quartic interactions with derivatives in AdS-

S:/dazdz\/ﬁ[g“’/(?u@@y@—l—mi(b@Q+gL (8L<I>)4}, L=0,1,...

where ds? = = (dz? + dz?). Here (9% ®)* denotes a complete and independent
set of quartic vertices with four fields and up to 4L derivatives.

For L = 0, this is ¢* theory: correlators are D-functions.

Zy
KA(yxx)
<¢(>¢<>¢(>¢<>>——zjdydx1'[ //\
AXPPA ) PAL)PAN,) > = > 2+(x )2 '
() D@ - 3

No closed from expression is known, in cross ratio space, for general A.



Perturbation theory: quartic interactions with derivatives in AdS-

S:/dazdz\/ﬁ[g“’/ﬁu@&/@—l—mi(b@Q+gL (8L<I>)4}, L=0,1,...

where ds? = = (dz? + dz?). Here (9% ®)* denotes a complete and independent
set of quartic vertices with four fields and up to 4L derivatives.

For L = 0, this is ¢* theory: correlators are D-functions.

Zy
KA (y, x; %))
dydx ‘
< DA DA PaR) > = - zj 2 H( — x)2> //'\\
— CA DA(Z) Z, Z,
(X12X34)%4

No closed from expression is known, in cross ratio space, for general A.
In Mellin space their explicit expressions are simpler

- 2log(1 — %) 2log(y
Dy = - EL =X 1“j~i§-’ —» Mii11(s) = 2T(s — 1)[(—s)

2

_ 2(x*—x+1) {2)(2 — 5x + 5) log(x) (2)52 +x +2) log(1 - x)

_ M. s) =2(2 — s+ 53 (s—3) (-2 —s



Perturbation theory: quartic interactions with derivatives in AdS-

S:/da:dz\/ﬁ[g“’/ﬁu@&/@—l—mi(b@Q+gL (8L<I>)4}, L=0,1,...

where ds? = = (dz? + dz?). Here (9% ®)* denotes a complete and independent
set of quartic vertices with four fields and up to 4L derivatives.

For L = 0, this is ¢* theory: correlators are D-functions.

Zy
KA(y X; X;)
( ) ( ( )>__/1'[dydx1—[ //'\\
< PaADPAR)PA () PA (X)) > = 2 y2 + (x xX;)? |
Gy Z
= Gy 2@ - 3

In Mellin space their explicit expressions are simpler and closed expressions can be found

: 220 pa (K
Mp,(s) = mcsc(ms) (7‘(‘ cot(ms)Pa,(s) — Z sAi(k))
Pa,(s) = QF(A¢)44F3({1 s, 1 — Ay, 2A kjls}'{l 1,A4 + 2};1)
¢ T(2A4) 272 ¢ 429 L5 20T 9




Perturbation theory: quartic interactions with derivatives in AdS-

S:/d:cdz\/ﬁ[g“’/ﬁu@&/@—l—mi(bqﬂ+gL (8L<I>)4}, L=0,1,...

where ds? = = (dz? + dz?). Here (9% ®)* denotes a complete and independent
set of quartic vertices with four fields and up to 4L derivatives.

For quartic bulk interactions of the kind (8L ¢)*

L 21

L(l+1)
M — a cr. 1M s+ k 2 — ) )
(OL $)4 ; [ kzzo k,l A—l—l( ) Ck,1 F(k T 1)F(l kT 1) + 0k,0 T Ok, 21

With such closed formulas we can successfully extract new CFT data in closed form.

4D (Ag) = Grn(Dg)Prn(Ag)

Gr (Ay) = \/774—2A—L+1I‘(2A)2I‘(L+%)I‘(L+A)4I‘(L+2A—%)F(n+A+%)F(L—n+A)
M= T(L+1)T(L+A+1)2T(L+2A)T(n+A)3T(2n+2A - DD (L+n+A+1])

ﬁL,n(A¢) is a polynomial in n and in Ay of degree 6L.

Verified in [Knop, Mazac 22]
Obtained comparing residues at poles of. M 5z 4y4 with those of Mellin block expansion



From OPE inversion formula to dispersion relation

® The OPE expresses a four-point correlator as a discrete sum of conformal blocks

G(z) = Z arGA(z) L, T12734
A

£13 24

® Another expansion - the conformal partial wave decomposition - is in terms of a complete
basis of orthonormal functions (principal series, A ¢ 5+ iR and discrete series).

30 gA T 4 —
2 A 4m — 1 -
G(2) /1 271 NA a(z) + Z Ag2 TEmT2 (2)

m=0

N

\IJA(Z) — /il_AGA(Z) —+ RAGl_A(Z) ; KA =

/1_7;00 271 2/<3A A(Z) T Z 27T2F(4m + 3) 2m—+2Y2 —|—2(Z)

2 m=0




From OPE inversion formula to dispersion relation

® The OPE expresses a four-point correlator as a discrete sum of conformal blocks

G(z) = Z aaGA(z) , — T12734
A

£13 24

® Another expansion - the conformal partial wave decomposition - is in terms of a complete
basis of orthonormal functions (principal series, A ¢ 5+ iR and discrete series).

2Hioo gA T > A, —
2 A dm — 1 ~
\IJA(Z) + E A2 ]2m\112m(z)

m=0

G(z) =

l\DIl—‘\

271 A

\IJA(Z) — /il_AGA(Z) —+ RAGl_A(Z) ; KA =

/1_7;00 271 QKA‘ A(Z) ™ Z 27T2F(4m + 3) 2m—+2Y2 —|—2(Z)

2 m=0

!

From the poles of the coefficients one recovers the OPE expansion

N

an = —Res { ]
2/€A/ A=A



From OPE inversion formula to dispersion relation

® The OPE expresses a four-point correlator as a discrete sum of conformal blocks

G(z) = Z arGA(z) L, T12734
A

£13 24

® Another expansion - the conformal partial wave decomposition - is in terms of a complete

basis of orthonormal functions (principal series, A ¢ 5 T iR and discrete series).

1 tico dA T > .
2 A 4dm 1~
9(2) /1 2T A alz) + Z Ag2 T2 (2)

m=0

N

\IJA(Z) — /il_AGA(Z) —+ RAGl_A(Z) ; KA =

/1_7;00 271 2/<3A A(Z) T Z 27T2F(4m + 3) 2m—+2Y2 —|—2(Z)

2 m=0

® Because of the orthonormality one can perform a (trivial) inversion

Ia :/dzz_2 Ua(2)G(z) for A€ 5t iR, Ta :/dzz_2 TUa(2)G(2) for A € 2N

—OC -0



From OPE inversion formula to dispersion relation

A more powerful inversion can be derived from a contour-deformation argument
based on the analytic structure of the correlator and its (Regge) behavior at infinity

[Caron-Huot 17] [Simmons-Duffin, Stanford, Witten 2017] [Mazac 2018]

In = 2/0 dw wQIfA(w) dDisc|G (w)] I, = 4;1;22(771)) /1 dw w™*Gp(w) dDisc[G(w)]
m) Jo
|

known explicitly for all integer (bos) and half-integers (ferm) sl(2,R) conformal block
dimensions Ad) of the external operators.

makes use of the double discontinuity of the correlator

G(2) + G¥(2)
2

G**(2): value of G(z) moving counterclockwise around the branch cut at z=1, vv forG~(z).

dDisc|G(z)] = G(z) — for z € (0,1)




A less trivial inversion

A less trivial inversion extracts CFT data and reconstruct correlators from their
singularities using complex analysis and their behavior at infinity.

Sketch of the argument:

Consider f(z) =72, fj2’ such thath
e f(2) has abranch cut for z > 1.
o f(2)/z| = 0as |z| = oc.

1 dz | AT

. Y
Then C— _Z—] > t {. } 4' ...........................
/; 271 2z /) il
and by deforming the contour
1 [*dz _,
== / —2z~ 7 Disc f(2)
2T 1 Z N—— '

simpler than f(z) e patill



From OPE inversion formula to dispersion relation

A more powerful inversion can be derived from a contour-deformation argument
based on the analytic structure of the correlator and its (Regge) behavior at infinity

[Caron-Huot 17] [Simmons-Duffin, Stanford, Witten 2017] [Mazac 2018]
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|
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From OPE inversion formula to dispersion relation

A more powerful inversion can be derived from a contour-deformation argument
based on the analytic structure of the correlator and its (Regge) behavior at infinity

[Caron-Huot 17] [Simmons-Duffin, Stanford, Witten 2017] [Mazac 2018]

In = 2/0 dw wQIfA(w) dDisc|G (w)] I, = 45(2(773) /1 dw w™*Gp(w) dDisc[G(w)]
m) Jo
|

known explicitly for all integer (bos) and half-integers (ferm) sl(2,R) conformal block
dimensions Ad) of the external operators.

makes use of the double discontinuity of the correlator

G(2) + G~ (2)
2

G**(z): value of G(z) moving counterclockwise around the branch cut at z=1, vv forG*(2).

dDisc|G(z)] = G(z) — for z € (0,1)

It provides an analytic continuation of the coefficients (in higher d, this means we
can think of spin as a expansion parameter).

The dDisc of a correlator is much simpler than the correlator itself, in perturbation
theory. Crucially can be computed at any order from lower order data!



Dispersion relation for CFT1 correlators

The double discontinuity can then be taken as the starting point to reconstruct the full correlator

0@

20 gA T, T2(2m +2) -
6(z) /;_m 27 2k A A(Z>+Z()27r2r(4m+3) 2m+2C2m+2(2)

2 m—=

1 ) "%-}-z'.oc IA HB/F ,
= / dw w2dDisc|G (w)] / : S () Ga(2)
0 %—'t'.:)o 271 KA |

1 oC 4
o 2I'(2m + 2)
dw w*dDisc[G(w)] Y Gam2(w)Gam
+A v isclg(w)] DW2F'(_4'rrz.+4)I‘(4m+3) 2m2(w) Gam2(2)

1
E/ dw w_delbL[g( N Ka,(z,w),

0

w 22 (w — 2)log(1 — w) zw?(z — 2) log(l — 2)

Kay(zw) = m2(w—2)(w+z —wz) 72w —2)(w+ 2z — wz)
2 2-2A 2_2A 2-2A
= o los(1-w é;:%?;z2+z_i BT 4 lon(a) (A + (0 )
285-4 ;
w30 an®(w)Ct | Z (D 4 zlog(1 - 2)) |
n=0 l
sl(2, R) Casimir

The kernel of the integral can be evaluated explicitly at each given integer and half-
integer dimension Ay of the external identical operators.



Dispersion relation for CFT1 correlators

The double discontinuity can then be taken as the starting point to reconstruct the full correlator

20 gA T, < T22m+2) -
6(z) /;_m 27 2k A NORDS 22T (dm + 3) ° +2G2m2(2)

2 m=0

gtiee gA HY " (w)

1
= / dw w2dDisc|G (w)] / Gal(z)
0

1
d
o0

2I'(2m + 2)*
Gams2 (1) G
Z 72T (4m + 4)T(dm + 3) +2()Game2(2)

—d00 2T KA

1
+ / dw -w_QdDiSC[g('w)]
0

=)

1
= / dw w*dDisc[G(w)| Ka,(z,w),

0

w 22 (w — 2)log(1 — w) zw?(z — 2) log(l — 2)

K — _
842 w) 2w —2)(w+z —wz) 7w (w-—2)(w+z—wz)
2 1—2w)w> " 22¢ log(1—z2) w2 22¢ 1—2w)w? 229 w
= ﬁ {log(l_w) ((w—l)ngQ—l—z—l + g(z ) wz—1 + log(z) ((w—l)’L)UZ2—|—Z—1 + (w% m)]

_ 220 Qizi::l an? (w) C" [732 (Zzlligﬁz) + zlog(1 — Z))}

The kernel, crossing symmetric (in z), Regge bounded, and definite positive,
explicitly depends on the dimension A¢ of the external operators (# from higher d).



Dispersion relation in perturbation theory

The double discontinuity can then be taken as the starting point to reconstruct the full correlator,

1
6(z) = ﬁ dw w™"dDisc[G(w)| Ka, (2, 0), ADisc[G(2)] = G(z) — T2 F )

® Much simpler than correlator! dDisc[log(l — z)] =0.

dDisc[log”(1 — 2)] = 4x*

@ On conformal blocks, dDisc acts as

dDisc[—2-2 _GA(1 — 25in2 T(A — 2A4)—2-2 _GA(l - 2)
1SC[(1_2)2A¢ A(l—2z)] =2sin® (A — 2Ay) A 2

If the correlator is evaluated in a perturbative expansion about generalised free theory,
this implies that each given order dDisc is given in terms of lower order data

244

z
23, Gaa,+2n(l — 2)

(1—=2

. 1
£g.  dDisclg®) ()] = 7% Y~ al? ()



Double discontinuity in perturbation theory

Direct connection of Ddisc with “unitarity” cut operators in AdS, which act on bulk
amplitudes putting virtual lines on shell [Alday, Caron-Huot 17] [Meltzer Perimutter Sivaramakrishan 19]

1/ ; \\4

— |;YA(T =
A= ()
D



Double discontinuity in perturbation theory

Direct connection of Ddisc with “unitarity” cut operators in AdS, which act on bulk
amplitudes putting virtual lines on shell [Alday, Caron-Huot 17] [Meltzer Perimutter Sivaramakrishan 19]

T~ //\\\

.
AN TN
1/ | \\4 1 17 \\1\‘ \¢

9 o —

| A:Y (Ar ) = [dvs 6 / d?zs 5 P(g, As) P(ug, Ag) ( I .41,\| ( Ar )

A= ~
T V< X

/
~ 7 ~_ \ Ve

GA(?/I: yg) — / dv })(1/.‘ A) / dd-'I:K% | iu(g:7 yl)K% iu(:1:7 y?)-.
00 OAdS

A propagator goes on-shell when localised onto a pole of P(v, A)
A “Cut operator” can be defined, effect same as Ddisc (vanishes on contact diagrams, etc)

Effective to 4 point, 1-loop (no general unitarity) - to be developed.



Correlators from dispersion in perturbation theory

® Checked at one-loop for the A¢)* theory in AdS2 @

® dCFT1 defined by 1/2 BPS Wilson line in N=4 sYM: state of the art is 4th order in strong
coupling (=3 loops in AdS) obtained with perturbative Ansatz [Ferrero, Meneghelli 23]

rational functions
oo N(€) T

Glz)=>» GCO(z)  where GO(z) =3 1:(2) Til2)
1=1

{=0 / ,
Tax (€

€)
T:(z) € {HPLs of transcendentality t < thax(£)] N(4) = ot _ 9litan(t)
tnax (£)= £ =0

Unknowns are some coefficients in an educated guess for the rational functions r;(z)
Ansatz constrained by: [Aharony, Alday, Bissi, Perimutter 16]
a) AdS unitarity (highest logarithmic singularities fixed in terms of lower order ones)
b) Crossing symmetry, Regge bound and supersymmetric localization

fix the remaining terms ~ 1, log(z), log(1-2).



Correlators from dispersion in perturbation theory

The dispersion relation bypasses the need of an Ansatz incorporating all constraints!

1

G(z) = / dw w*dDisc[G(w)| K, (z,w)
0

with a caveat: the regularization procedure necessary order by order in perturbation theory

(where the Regge behaviour is worse than in the full nonperturbative correlator) implies

subtractions which depend on a few unknown OPE data (i.e. data at same pert. order).

: @ Q2
@ 1 loop: as”,
@ 2 loops: aé3), a1(3) }’53) 7,1(3)
: @ &4 @ @)
@ 3 loops: N A

These can be fixed, in the N=4 SYM case, using inputs from supersymmetric localization or
constraints from integrated correlators.  [Cavaglia’Gromov Julius Preti 22] [Drukker, Kong, Sakkas 22]

This kind of leftover ambiguity is not surprising in this context,
e.g. in higher d there is a low spin ambiguity.



Quick look at the fourth order correlator [Ferrero Meneghelli 23]

3( 462317527 428725 - 27127 4 2542* —2712° 428722 1752446 ) Liz(2)

g\4)(z) = 6(_1)322
3(96;:“—423z1"+735z9—79925+477z7—137z6—137z5+4'.-'7z4—799z3+7.35z9—4232—96)Lig(z) log” (1—2)
8(z—1)32%
3(264z11 1572210 4097z% 61692 1 571327 31072° | 10025+ 1460z* - 14662° | 79622 2362 | 30 ) Liz(=) log(z)
+ 16(z—1)224
3‘:96211 —6332104183529 -30712% +326527 —22922° 49802526224 —-3027 4252 —11.2+2)Li2 (2)log*(2)
8(z—1)52

3Ly (2)(264210— 108629 — 189326 — 179727 474025 +45627— 129324+ 12552 —58022 4302445 )
16(z—1)392%

+log(l — 2} |—

3(1—2) (96z11 —528z10—|—1252z9—1674z8—|—1376z7—700z6—|—228z5—86z4+10023—9022+44z—9)Li2 (2) log(2)

4(z—1)%22
3(22—2+1) (462517527 +24125 - 14225 +14224 24125417522~ 462 ) Lig (227 )
16(z—1)423
3(22—2+1)(242° 9328 +13627—90254262° —2624+9025 13622493224 ) Liz ( 27 ) log(1—2)
8(z—1)423
n 3(22—2+1) (2425 -10827+18825~15625+582% 432236622+ 522—15 ) Lia 727 ) log(2)
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8(z—1)522
(648211 —3348210474192%~915625 4609927 —609925+91562* — 741925 +334822 6482 ) Liz ( =7 )
16(z—1)%23

3(96212 5192141208210 158429 +127625 — 61427 +61425 1276 2% + 158423 — 1208224519296 ) Liz ( 27 ) log(1—2)
8(z—1)423




3(96211 —564210+14322° 205225 +180827 — 1024264+ 4442° — 41024 +5322% — 46822 +2242 45 ) Liz ( 27 ) log(2)
8(z—1)422
(1800213—9144212+20115z11—25093210+19259z9—900928+24O3z7—1581z6) logt(1—2)
48(z—1)324
(6147251446524 +203832% 1757722 +85682—1800) log* (1—2)
48(z—1)324
(172828844627 +1797320 2175225 +176422% — 8178254282422 —842+21 ) log?(2)
16(z—1)4
(—3024210+19629z9—56379,28—}—9436927 —101549z6+71379z5—34041z4+8808z3—2232z2+20z—4) log3(2)
24(z—1)5
22 (900z10—7272z9 142648728 —5743627 +823462%—-817202° +56934z4—26952z3+8613z2—1250z+250) log?(2)
24(z—1)6

3 12096211 —556202104+11001022—-12238728+8202327 —352002°
+ log (1 o Z) |: 96(z—1)323

310842°—719612%+11293123—10581622+555662—12528
96(z—1)323

(—7200212+42912211—112473z10—|—17051229—16434Oz8+10298027> log(2)
48(z—1)%22

(—40586z6—|—930025—1996z4+180023—1620z2—|—7922—162) log(2)
48(z—1)%22

32(z—1)322

4+ 194432°—-193922%4 42625923 —2608722+147372—3594
32(z—1)322

(—12096z11+66492z10—159516z9+219295z8 —18871627 —|—102443z6) log(2)
32(z—1)%22
(—329562°+63172%—260825+225122—10502+198 ) log(2) + (3600212-213122'1 455404210 831842 ) log?(2)

9__ 8 7 6
log?(1 — 2) [3456,2 1435028 +2575127 —263072

32(z—1)422 16(z—1)422
(79272z8—49008z7+18976z6—41 16z5+602z4—332z3+288z2—136z+27) log?(2)
16(z—1)%22




4 —64828(3+334827(3+25(26—7451(3)+425(2321(3—26)+2%(208—7369(3)+23(3362(3—260)
16(z—1)4

_|_z2(208—127OC3)+8z(16(3—13)—32(3—!—26
16(z—1)4
4 (2304210¢3—-1584029C3+15228(316¢3—7)+2" (5583 —84320(3)+2°(94240(¢3—14343)) log(2)
64(z—1)°
4 (25(22559—68768(3)+24 (333763 —23629)+23 (17036 —8960(3 ) +22(2240(3—8294) 426902 —538) log(2)
64(z—1)°
loo(1 (—3456z8—|—13824z7 —2384726+23157z5—1369924+4931z3—2289z2+13792—388) log(z)
+ Og( o Z> 16(z—1)32
4 —2304210¢34+124562°(3—5625(520¢3—19)+27 (38592¢3—5057) —825(3956(3—1497)+25(16752(3—18877)
64(z—1)%z
4 2*(21788—5088(3)+23(2016¢3—18877)—822(128(3—1497)+2(576(3—5057)—128(3+1064
64(z—1)%z
(6048210—3303029+78696z8—107437z7+9178026—4949925—|—15706z4—2762z3—|—53222—274z—|—60) log?(2)
16(z—1)%2
(—1800z12+12528z11 —387992104+704692° —830152% +658452" ) log3(2)
12(z—1)%2
(—34966z6+11946z5—225624—}—28023—2522—}—112—2) log3(2)
12(2—1)%z

Simple: three-loop result only hastranscendentality four, same as for one loop results
In a toy model with no supersymmetry; it can be rewritten in a way in which all
polylogarithms of even weight are absent.



Conclusions

» We have considered a class of four-point correlators in the CFT; defined
on the 1/2-BPS Wilson line in the 3d superconformal ABJM theory.

» Superconformal symmetry determines four-point correlators of the
displacement supermultiplet in terms of a single function, that
we evaluate at strong coupling using holography and Witten diagrams
and the analytic boostrap. We can extract CFT data.

» We defined a Mellin amplitude for CFT; four-point functions; bounded,
meromorphic function of a single complex variable, whose analytical properties
are inferred from physical requirements on the correlator.

Closed-form expressions for Mellin transform of tree-level contact interactions
with an arbitrary number of derivatives in a bulk AdS2 field theory, and for
first correction to the scaling dimension of “two-particle” operators exchanged.

» Derived from the inversion formula a dispersion relation for CFT1 four-point functions, an
integral over the double discontinuity of the correlator.



Outlook

® Higher-order analysis, multi-point correlators, non-identical in the same setup

® Organising principles/hidden symmetries?

Recent observation of integrable structure underlying contact Witten diagrams
If generalizes to other classes of diagrams this would open a playground of
applications of integrability in AdS spaces.  [Rigatos, Zhou 22]

® Despite/with the help of these analytic bootstrap tools, a motivation to develop
technology for Witten diagrams remains, thanks to the general observation that
(for a class of boundary correlators related to inflationary correlators)

perturbation theory in rigid de Sitter -> Witten diagrams in EAdS
[Sleight, Taronna 20,21] [Di Pietro, Gorbenko, Komatsu 21]

It would be great to develop loop-technology for AdS2 models with derivative interactions
(some hints in [Chen, Gimenez-Grau, Hynek, Zhou 24] ) [Stemplowski Castellani VF]

® \Wilson lines in N=4 SYM are a great setup for ”fusion rules” recently formulated:

the “generalized cusp anomalous dimension” is reinterpreted as fusion energy.
[Kravchuk, Radcliffe, Sinha 2024] [Cuomo, He, Komargodski 2024] [Diatlyk, Khanchandani, Popov, Wang 2024]

Special features appear in the “fusion algebra” when enriching the setup with large
Charge insertions [Bonomi VF Griguolo Giangreco Seminara, in progress]
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Correlators from dispersion in perturbation theory: STRATEGY
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Correlators from dispersion in perturbation theory: STRATEGY
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3.2 (Generalized free field OPE coefficients

It will be useful for what follows to collect some results for the OPE coefficients of generalized free
fields (see, e.g., 55-58,12]). In the case of the 4-point function of identical operators of dimension A,
the generalized {ree field 4-point. function has G(u, ) =1 +ul + (‘U.‘,"'!:)A, ie. ind=1(3.3) is given by

2A

1 , X
1422 ] . 3.8
s X+ s 3

where we assumed unit normalization of the 2-point function. The operators exchanged in the OPE
are just the identity and the tower of “two-particle” operators

(Oa(l1)0a(l2)0a(t3)0a(la)) =

[0a0A],, ~ 0ad"0a (3.9)
of dimension 2A + 2n, n =0, 1,.... The corresponding OPE coeflicients are given explicitly by
as one can verify from the identity
%0 y2A
Y caaparon X2 T o F(2A 4 21, 2A 4 20, AA + 4n, x) = X*° + S (3.11)

n=0



“AdS unitarity”

Gix)— 3 anamix), (3.21)
ke

where gy, are squared OI'E coeflivients aud the sum rus over the operators @}, exchanged in the
@ % ¢ OPE, with dimension A. Tn a perturbative theory both the dimensions of the exchanged
vperalors and the squared QOPE coellicients can be expanded in powers ol g

00

P £4 { 2 €36y

h=A+) o7, o= Z g ay (3.22)
— =u

where we will use Lhe convention Lhat & denotes the [ree-theory value of the conlormal dinensions
of the operators exchanged by a cortain fonr-point funetion. and therefore warks as a Iahel for the
exchanged operators. We will be interested in the case when the sel of allowed values for A are
all integers (or hall-integers for fermionic operalors]. While the hypergeometric lunction appearing
in rhe conformal hlocks (B.3) is analvtie at v = 0, the overall pawer of y is not and produces
logarithmic singularirics via

2 1 ) 1 ’ .
x" = x* (l +g7a’ logx + ¢ (08" logx + 5(7a”) ) log? )+ ) (3.23)

where due (o the assumption that A € Z the [setor of ¥ is regular av ¥ — 0 and the only non-

analylic lerms are explicil powers of logy. which are higher at ligher perlurbative order. This
leads to a natural decomposition of four-point functions at each order as

GAx) = Z Go(x) lo x (3.24)

where each G k {y) is analytic at v = 0 and admits an expansion in conformal blocks and their
derivatives'. F‘or the leading logarithmie singnlarities, such expansions read®?

Glons () P,Z (78" 9a(x).
G;(f,ir—x(:t'} (@ mz[( u- :. '-1+ff_l| ) u, ‘m)f—ﬂj q‘yx)+a:§'("“’ “’LU]
a0 =gy 2 (0N 1 (0 2) (5 1 o) ()"
-+-—.i—2nt—3uu"' ) (7“'_ )ya.(x)

+( A (Lu)f 1+(t—1)a‘l' ”(AJ(') ]l ) (\ + [Ul(_ﬁ! ))f IJ)( ',]



HPL's

The harmonie polylogarithms (HPL) H (a,,.. ., a;; x) arc functions of onc vari-
able x labeled by a vector a = (aq,....a3). The dimension & of the vector a is

called the weight of the 1IPL. We define the functions

huz) = 1 ] x
folz) = %
fal) = (1

The HPL’s are defined recursively throngh integration of these functions. For
weight one we have

A(l;xz) = /f1(t)(lt=/11 tdtz—]ng{l—m)
J .
a0 z) = log T)
o1
Hi-1z) - /f_ (£)dt — ]T _ log(1 + @), (2)
0
and for higher weights
IH("0;z) = i'log":c
7.
H(a,01. k7)) = /fa(t)H(a'l ..... ki t)dt,
where we used the notations
"i=1,...,1, and aj, . x=a a
N —r’



Dispersion relation in higher dimensions  [Carmi, Caron-Huot 19]

The correlator is a function of two cross-ratios, the kernel is a function of two pairs of
cross-ratios, one pair being integrated over

1
G'(2,2) = f dwdwK (z, z,w,w)dDisc|G (w, w)]
0

o _ dpw _
K(Z, 2, u, w) = KBG(Pszpw — p?r;) + K(" %O(K)w — pzpzp-u.')

For identical external operators the explicit form reads

1 22\%? (w—w)(o+_.+14+1-2 -
K, — ( ) ( )+ 5 )

T2, (5,2,2,1 — 1),
647 (=10 -wi-a)i ~ T2 )'

Ko — é 1 ( 1— £ ﬁ2ﬁ3v ) 2 1— pzﬁzﬁ%z
T W? (1 o pﬁ)(l o pg)(l o 055,') (1 o pzﬁw)(l o ﬁzﬁu)

W

\4

p=p=pupuw(l — p2)(1 — p2)(1 — p2)(1 — p2)

(PP — PuwpPs)(P2pw — pu'pz)(pzpz p-wp'w)(l — PupPzPuwp:)
= 1; Vi z and similarly for Z, w, .

The only explicit calculation is GFF (disconnected contributions), and numerical.



real axis, which we have to introduce to avoid the pole generated by I?Téfz(w). The strategy
used to obtain the Regge-bounded inversion kernel can be obviously generalized if one needs,
as we do in this paper, to a kernel for correlators unbounded in the Regge limit, such as those
that usually appear in perturbation theory . Given a certain behaviour in the Regge limit,
one can obtain the corresponding inversion kernel by defining

HY™ (W) = HR(w) = ¥ Anan Ho () #5505 = 3 B Hp () 505 (2:30)

and fixing the unknown coefficients Ay, n, Bmn by imposing the desired behaviour at small
w as in (2.29). The more G(z) diverges in the Regge limit, the more subtractions will be
needed and the stronger the singularities at w = 1 will be'®. For example, for a correlator
that diverges linearly in the Regge limit two subtractions are necessary. We shall see related
examples in Section 4.



CFT data at strong coupling
The four-point function has an OPE expansion in superblocks

(F(t1)F(t2)F(t3)F(ta)) =

1
f(z) = cn(—2)" 2F) (h,h,2h + 3, 2) .
t12t34 (2) = t12t34 zh: (=2) ( )

Mixing Problem? Mixing between two-particle operators [F&’ZI]_:with multi-particle operators.
For instance, for n=3 [Fo>[F potentially mixes with the four-particle operator FIFOFAF.

1
h=1+n+ 7(1) cnzcgo)ﬂLfcq(zl)

(1)— 3 4n —n?

[(n—|—2)—|-1

I'(n+1)
Gl

['(n+2)
+n+ 1D +2)(n+3)pVn+1) - n+1)n+2)(n+3)p @ (n+3) + 13]]

¢ = /m272" % (n + 3) 4n® — 2 (n® +6n° 4+ 11n +6) In2 + 15n

Y,, only a linear combination of the anomalous dimensions of the operators

appearing in the mixing? Not yet at this order.
See also [Ferrero, Meneghelli, 21 and 24]



1d CFT defined by supersymmetric Wilson line in d=4
and perturbative Ansatz for correlators

Appendix B: The basis of transcendental functions

The analvtic structure of four-point functions in a ld CFT in terms of the unique cross-ratio y was discussed in
detail in [40]: in the complex y-plane, such correlators are analytic functions with branch points at. x = 0,1. Thus,
when making an ansatz in terms of harmonic polylogarithms, only this type of singularities is allowed: such functions
can be obtained using the symbol map as “words” made of the two “letters” ¥ and 1 — y. The number of such words
is 2%, which then gives us the dimension of our basis for weight t. Using functional relations between polyvlogarithms,
we choose the following basis for t < 4:

ot =0: {1}.

o t =1: {log(x), log(1 —x)}.

o t =2: {log”(x), log(x) log(1 — x), log”(1 — x), Liz(x)}-

e t =3: {log*(x), log”(x)log(1 — x), log(x) log”(1 — x), log®(x), Li2(x)log(x), Liz(x)log(1 — x),
Lig(x), Lis (%)}

ot =4: {1()g4()() log> (x)log(1 — x), log(x) 2]()'~r (1= x), ](w(x)lng (1= x), log? (x), Liz(x) log? (x),
Liz(x) log(x) log(1 — x), Lia(x)log™(1 — x), Lis(x)log(x), Liz(x) log(1 - x).

L13( )log(x) Lls( )100'( x), Lia(x); Lia(1 — x), Liy (;'X—l)}



Sum rules

Define a family of functionals

wp:% ds _ M(s)
C

oo 2mi s —2A —p

hen (M(s)) :
Res —x s
Wy = E + M (24—
b ~  s* —2A —0p ( P)

S

and the sum rules read

Z . (—D)*+ID(2A)T(A+k) 2(A+k—A4)(p1 +p2—|—2A_¢) —0
‘A D(A)2T (2A+E)T(2A 45— A—k)D(k+1) (A—ktp) ) (Ath—p2) (28 s—A—k+p1 ) (28 = A—ktpy) —
ALk



Sum rules

Define a family of functionals

wp:% ds _ M(s)
C

oo 2mi s —2A —p

Ihen ( ()) 0
Res. .« (M(s

Wy = E + M(2X—p

P - s* —2A —p ( )

S

and the sum rules read

Z - (—1D)*1I0(2A)T(A+k) 2(A+k—Ag) (p1+p2+24) —0
‘AT(ART2A+E)T (2A 43— A—k)T(k+1) (A=k+p1 ) (A+k=p2) (2A 43— A—k+p1 ) (28 g—A—k+pa) — 7
Ak

Tested on generalised free field theory and perturbatively on ¢* model.

Back to



Integrated correlators from integrability

Constraints on the 4-point function of identical scalar operators G(x)
arising from integrable deformations of the straight line.

They take the form of integrals over the cross ratio for the amplitude G(x)

or, equivalently, f(x) (a piece of G(x)).
They are two integral identities involving the “Bremsstrahlung” and “Curvature” functions

evaluated via localization and integrability.

Constraint 1: / 5C(T)1 T IUgJJd.?? = 3(; ;;B ,
J0

1 ,
Constraint 2: /0 dmofii) = 4(:@ +F -3,



First, as we have pointed out in several places along the way, although our results might naively
appear complicated, they are actually much sitnpler than they could potentially be given our initial
ansatz. In particular, while at order # we are allowing for the presence of 2t!1 —1 independent HPLs
(including the identity), we found that with a convenient choice of basis one can actually express
the results in terms of fewer functions. A summary is contained in table 1. Note that this featurce

4 12| 3| 4
271 —1 |3 | 7|15 |31
# functions | 3 | 6 | 12 | 21

Table 1: Number of independent functions used to express our results for f*)(x) in (4.41), (4.63),
(4.82) and (4.103), compared to the number of independent HPLs of transcendentality t© < £.

of our results only becomes apparent once a particular basis is adopted, which in our case up to
three loops only involves the functions log and Lz (introduced in (4.80)), evaluated at arguments y
and 1 — y. It is then straightforward to identify the reason for the mismatch between the last two
lines in table 1: it is due to the fact that in the chosen basis the functions Lis and Lis never appear
in the final result, although they are a priori allowed by our ansatz following the observations of

Section 3.



CPWs can be expressed as a conformal integral over two conformally invariant three-point functions

‘1’;)234(331,332,333,934) =/dd$5<01($1)02($2)05($5)>(55(935)03(333)04(554»

2 1 4

<010203) :/k \1%234= ) 5 \:
: 3 2 N



In principle, one could perform the OPE and find an expression for the CFT data (v} 5 and
{a"} A at three loops. However, due to the presence of mixing, rather than the former from fl{:; 1 (x)
one can only extract the combination {(a® (1) 4 a2 4(2) 4 g1} A3) 4 (0] A(4)) | (see (4.87)), for
which we were not able to find a closed-form expression. On the other hand, to extract {a‘)a from
the OPE one should study the mixing problem to compute quantities such as {a(?) 4(2) 4 g1) 4(3)} 5
which is a problem that we have not attempted to solve. However, since for A = 2 there is no
degeneracy, we can drop the average symbol around CFT data and use the first terms in the small
y expansion of () and (4.87) to obtain

(4) _ 351845 75 @ 1705 1613 1106
Yam2 = qagas 2 SN Game =g m oy SB). (1.106)
We can now to summarize the CFT data that we have computed analytically for the super-

conformal primary of the multiplet £'3 020] which we refer to schematically as ¢?. Its dimension at

strong coupling 1s

5 2951 305 1 . (351845 75 ,
Bz =2 — — S 52 1.1
¥ N2 TN 16 a2 ( 13824 (3)) O, (1.107)

while the OPE coefficient 14,2, such that uffl o2 = GA=2, has the expansion

2, 43 1 649 1 (7259
Hiler = A5 [1 ToANZ T 1152 T (1024 5C(3)) A\3/2

)
25635205 7200 _s/2
B ( 2651208 (3)) ] +OATT).

(4.108)



The explicit form of such inversion kernels is only known in the case of identical bosons
(fermions) with integer (half integer) conformal dimension 11], and reads ®

Hg/F(w) = :l:z—ﬂ [ - ZApr(w) + ('m 1)2 2App‘3(w—1) + qA‘p(w))} ) (222)

sin(wA)
pa(w) = o F1 (A1 — A1 w), (2.23)
q§¢(w) = aﬁ (w) + bA (w)log(l —w). (2.24)

In (2.24), a A‘b(w ) and b °(w) are polynomials in A” and w,

2A, 22A, 4
aitﬁ(w) — z Z Cmn ,wm+2—2A¢,An(A —1)",
m=0 n=0 |
284—22A4—4 (2.25)
bib (,w) — SJ‘ S; ,Bm,n wM 2284 An(A _ l)n .
m—0 n-0

The coellicients tyy, , and B, , above must be determined, [or each given Ay, [rom the re-
quirement that Hg”F(w) has no pole at w = 0. The first few examples read [11]
ap(w)=0, by(w)=0,
ai(w) =w*+2w—2, bi(w)=0,
1’2w)—0 1,2 (w) = 0,
"‘A 'w) = (2A% = 2A — 1) w, b‘z/z(w) =0.

(2.26)



It is worth noticing that in higher dimensions the inversion kernel does not depend on the
external dimensions Ay and it is simply a conformal block [3]. On the other hand, in the
present d = 1 case the inversion formula — which does depend on A, — is manifestly crossing
symmetric [11], meaning that the coefficient function In obtained from a single t-channel
conformal block of dimension A encodes the OPE data of the crossing-symmetric sum of
exchange Witten diagrams in AdSs with the same dimension'’,



Let us consider a function

e .
= E fiz’,

=1

with the properties that
« f(z) is analytic in the whole complex plane, except for the branch cuts at real z > 1,

f(z)

This allows us to use Cauchv’s theorem to extract the coefficients f. as
) Jj

fi= 1. o f(x) .

271 €

By deforming the contour and using the second property above we can write

fi = - /w — “IDiscf(x)



Mellin amplitudes in higher dimensions

Strings in flat spacetime CFT, or Strings in AdS,;
Scaltering amplitude Correlation function or Mellin amplitude
T(S, t," 41{(5, t)
Tree-level: g, > 0 Planar level: N > ¢
Constraints on the Mellin variables Finile string length Finite "1, Hooll coupling?
: R
— ' 2 F =
n . = Ve g~ gy = o2
Z'Yij =0, iy = Yji Yii = — & Partial wave expansion Conformal partial wave expansion
-}:1 . 3 \ o 2 s
Tis,1)= ;u,;(l) P,z{(xm 9} M (s, l) = JZfdu h_;{u ) ."L-f,,,_;(.s': r)
. ] - « o . _ warkial wave sartial wave
1= is convenient to introduce fictitious momenta p; such that ;. — p;-p;. ] par wan
Imposing momentum conservation 3., pi = 0 and she on-shell condition On-shell pales On-shell poles
p? = —A; antomatically leads to tha constraints 2T 2 )
ajt)~ 0 ba(1/%) ~ S
In the case of the four point function it is convenient to write the Mellin —n*(J) v? + [Q{J ) — %)
amplituce in terms of ‘Mandezlstam invariants’ : - - -
N Leading Regge trajectory Teading fawist operalors
s= (| p2)* =4, 1Az 2y 9
t=—(p+ps)" = A + 25 — 2 mi(J)= " (J 2 Alfy=d 21 1 7(J.g°)
43 Nt
dimenzion
Cubic couplings 3-pl lunetions or OPE coellicienls
CT) ~ >~w C{T) ~ @
Regge Limit: s — oc with fixed ¢ Regge limit: 5 — oc with fixed ¢
: axrJ ; :
Pyleos0) = (%) M, 5(s,0) & wy s(t) 7
T(s,t) = 3(t) 58 M(s,t) = j dvw, 00 (t) (1) 8
Regge pole and residue Regge pole and residue
ar oy . p 2 ;
t-m(J)=0 = J=jit) (AJ) - §) 1t =0 = J=jv
gty ~ ¢ 2[;{“) d(r) ~ (.,‘2(.)'(0))

Table 1: Analogy between standard Regge theory for scattering amplitudes in Hat spacetime
and conformal Regee theory. The notation will be explained later, hul the analogy should

alreardly he clear [or readers familiarized with Regee theory (and AdS/CFT).



